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special interests of France. . . . Poincare is perfectly con-
scious of the fact that France may thus become involved
in a warlike action. For the present, of course, he submits
this question merely for our consideration, but in a con-
versation with me Paleologue plainly admitted that the
proposed agreement might lead to some kind of active
step." 229
Serbia's occupation of Northern Albania and desire for
a port on the Adriatic soon became a dangerously acute
question. Austria threatened to use force if necessary to
prevent this, and had the support of both her allies. Sazo-
nov naturally favored the Serbian demand, but not to the
point of making war. He was secretly inclined to find some
compromise proposal, such as giving Serbia a railway outlet
on the Adriatic, but not part'of Northern Albania to which
Austria and Italy particularly objected. When he inquired
what would be the attitude of France if an active interven-
tion by Austria could not be avoided, Poincare replied,
according to Izvolski:
It is for Russia to take the initiative in a question in
which she is the most interested party. France's task is
to lend her the most effective support. If the French Gov-
ernment should take the initiative it would risk falling short
of, or overstepping, the intentions of its ally. , . . In short,
added M. Poincare, if Russia goes to war, France will do
the same, for we all know that Germany will stand behind
Austria in this question.230
This statement, which has been much quoted by Poin-
care's critics as showing the triumphant influence exerted
on him by the intriguing Izvolski, is severely criticized by
Poincare in his memoirs as being inaccurate. As a matter
of fact, he was again insisting that he did not wish to make
promises until Sazonov had taken the initiative in saying
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